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OVERVIEW: Last year, AEI scholar Walter Bernspublished an elegant little book called Making
Patriotsin which he traced the unique history of theidea of patriotismin the United Sates.

Through the crude instrument of public opinion polls, this compilation of data looks at
Americans' love of their country and their willingness to sacrifice for it. Asthe data below show,
guestions about patriotism are not asked very often by pollsters. It isinteresting to speculate about
why. Perhaps pollsters believe that attitudes about patriotism don’t change and therefore it is nat
necessary to ask about them often. But that argument would apply to many other pd| questions that
are asked regularly. Perhaps there is something vaguely embarrassing about asking about love of
country. Whatever the reasons, it is useful to be reminded of the durability of patriotic sentiments.

Many people believe (including many Americans interviewed by pollsters) that something
fundamental changed after the terrorist attacks of Septerrber 11, 2001. Eighty-seven percent told
Public Agenda that Americans appreciated thar country more after September 11. Another
interpretation is that September 11 reminded Americans of some basic truths including a deep love of
country.

In a handful of survey questions before Septermber 11, Americans said the country was
divided on its most important values. Was it true, or were people simply saying what they thought
pollsters wanted to hear — a fashionable pop cynicism of sorts? It's hard to know, but after September
11, when pollsters asked the same question, an equally large majority said that the country was
united.

I How proud are you to be an American...very proud, quite proud, not very proud, or not & all proud?

Very Quite Not Very Not At All

Proud Proud Proud Proud
Jun. 1981 Gallup 78 19 2 1
Dec. 1981 Gallup 80 16 2 1
Jun. 1986 Gallup 89 10 1 *
Jun. 1990 Gallup 74 23 2 *
May 1991 Gallup 77 19 3 *
Nov. 2000* Galup/CNN/USA Today 73 22 4 1

Note: Question wordingwas, “How proud ae you of being an American today?...”




I How proud are you of being an American...extremdy proud, very proud, moderately proud, only alittle proud, or not at all
proud?

Extremely Very Moderately Only aLittle Not At All
Proud Proud Proud Proud Proud
Jan. 2001 Galup 55 32 9 1 1
Mar. 2002 ABC News/Wash Post 74 18 5 2 1
1 How proud are you of being an American citizen?
Very Somewhat Not Very Not At All
Proud Proud Proud Proud
May 1995 CBS News 82 14 2 1

I How much would you agree or disagree with the following statements: | am proud to be an American? Do you strongly agree,
agree, neither agree or disagree, disagree, or disagree strongly?

Strongly Strondy

Agree Agree Neither Disagree Disagree
Sep. 15-Oct. 17, 2001 ISR 81 12 2 1 1
Mar. 11-Apr.16, 2002 ISR 70 24 2 2 1

T How proud would you say you are to bean American dtizen?

Very Somewhat Not Very Not At All
Proud Proud Proud Proud
May 2002 Harris Interactive 84 12 2 *

! How patriotic are you? Would you say extremely patriotic, very patriotic, somewhat patriotic, or not especialy patriotic?

Extremely Very Somewhat Not Especially
Patriotic Patriotic Patriotic Patriotic
Jun. 1994 Gallup 21 43 28 7
Jun. 1999 Gallup/CNN/USA Today 21 44 28 7
Jan. 2002 Gallup/Harwood 24 47 24 4

! How patriotic would you say mog Americans ae? Would you say extremely patriotic, very patriotic, somewhat patriotic, or
not especially patriotic?

Extremely Very Somewhat Not Especialy
Patriotic Patriotic Patriotic Patriotic
Jan. 2002 Gallup/Harwood 8 47 41 3

I There'sbeen alot of talk in the last few years about patriotism in America. Do you consider yourself very patriotic, somewhat
patriotic, or not very patriotic?

Very Somewhat Not Very

Patriotic Patriotic Patriotic
Jun. 1983 NYT 52 38 7
Nov. 1983 NYT 53 37 5
Jun. 1991 CBS News/NYT 55 37 5



I Are people today as patriotic as they were when you went to school ?

Yes No
Jun. 1983 NYT 27 68
Nov. 1983 NYT 31 63

1 |f you could double your income by getting a good job in another country, would you take the job even if it meant you would
have to live away from the United States for sevaa years?

Yes No
Jun. 1983 NYT 24 70

! Do you agree or disagree with thefollowing statement: The American way of life is superior tothat of any other country? (If
Agree) Do you say you agree strongly or would you agree somewhat?

Strongly Somewhat
Agree Agree Disagree
Jan. 1975 Yankelovich 58 22 20
Jun. 1982 Yankelovich 70 20 10
Jun. 1983 NYT 57 21 17

! Do you feel thatthe quality of lifeis better in America than in most other advanced industrial countries, about thesame, or do
you feel that people are better off in most other advanced industrial countries than they arein the United States?

Better in About Better in Other
America the Same Countries
1994 NORC/GSS 79 15 4

! How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements...agreestrongly, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree,
or disagree strongly? The world would be a better place if people from other countries were nore like Americans?

Agree Agree Neither Disagree Disagree
Strongly Strongly
1996 NORC/GSS 14 24 33 21 4

T How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements...agreestrongly, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree
or disagree strondy? | would rathe be a citizen of Americathan of any other country in the world?

Agree Agree Neither Disagree Disagree
Strongly Strongly
1996 NORC/GSS 70 20 7 2 1

I How much would you agree or disagree with the following statement: | would rather be a citizen of America than of any other

country inthe world? Do you strongly agree, agree, neither agree or disagree, disagree, or disagree strongly?

Strongly Strondgy

Agree Agree Neither Disagree Disagree
Sep. 15-Oct. 17, 2001 ISR 82 12 2 2 1
Mar. 11-Apr.16, 2002 ISR 65 27 4 3 1



I If you could improve your work or living conditions, how willing or unwillingwould you be to move outside America...very
willing, fairly willing, neither willing nor unwilling, fairly unwilli ng, or very unwilling?

Very Fairly Neither Fairly Very
Willing Willing Unwilling Unwilling
1996 NORC/GSS 6 9 11 16 55

T How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements...agreestrongly, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree
or disagree strongly? Generally speaking, Americais a better country than most other countries?

Agree Agree Neither Disagree Disagree
Strongly Strongly
1996 NORC/GSS 39 41 12 5 2

I When you hear thenational anthem, the Star Spangled Banner, being played, do you usually feel proud to be an American?

Yes No
May 2002 Harris Interactive 20 5

I How proud are you to be an American...extremely proud, very proud, somewhat proud, or not very proud?

Extremely Very Somewhat Not Very
Proud Proud Proud Proud
1994 NORC/GSS 47 39 13 1

I How important is being an American to you, where 0 is not at all important and 10 is the most important thing in your life?

0-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 9-10
1996 NORC/GSS 4 3 15 24 55

1 We have some questions about where you live: your neighborhood or village, your town or city, your county, and so on. By
“neighborhood” we mean the part of the town/city you livein. If you livein avillage, we take this as your “neighborhood.”
How close do you feel to America...very close close, not very close, or not close & all?

Very Close Not Very Not Close
Close Close At All
1996 NORC/GSS 35 45 15 4

1 How proud are you of Americain each of the following...very proud, somewhat proud, or not proud at dl?

1996 NORC/GSS
Very Somewhat Not Very Not Proud
Proud Proud Proud At All
Its scientific and technological achievements 48 42 4 1
Its history 48 37 8 4
America s armed forces a7 40 7 2
Its achievements in sports 36 48 8 3
Its achievements in the arts and litaature 29 54 8 2
The way democracy works 28 52 13 3
America s economic achievenents 28 51 15 3



Its political influence in the world 21 55 16 3
Itsfair and equal treatment of dl groupsin

society 17 37 30 11
Its Socia Security system 14 35 37 11

! I’'m going to read a few statements; for each one, please tell me if you agree or disagree with it...Whatever its faults, the United
States still has thebest system of governmentin the world?

Agree Disagree
Apr. 1992 ABC News 85 14
Sep. 1994 ABC News 84 13
May 1996 ABC News 83 15
Dec. 2000 ABC News/Wash Post 89 11

T How proud are you to be [substitute own national ity] ? (1990-93 World Values Survey)

! How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements...| would rather be a citizen of (country) than of any other
country in the world? (1995 NORC)

! How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Generally speaking, (country) is a better country than most
other countries? (1995 NORC)

----Rather Be A Citizen of My---- | = ----—--- -My Country Is--—--
----How Proud?— ---- Country Than Any Other---- |  ------- A Bdter Country------
Very Strongly Strondy
Proud Agree Agree Agree Agree

Ireland 77 46 39 17 53
United States 76 70 20 39 41
India 75 NA NA NA NA
Poland 69 49 35 9 24
Nigeria 68 NA NA NA NA
Turkey 67 NA NA NA NA
South Africa 64 NA NA NA NA
Brazil 64 NA NA NA NA
Canada 61 54 25 37 41
Slovenia 59 46 29 6 20
Mexico 56 NA NA NA NA
Argentina 55 NA NA NA NA
North Ireland 54 NA NA NA NA
Britain 54 41 30 13 40
Iceland 54 NA NA NA NA
Chile 53 NA NA NA NA
Austria 53 55 28 26 38
Latvia 49 41 25 8 18
Romania 48 NA NA NA NA
Hungary 47 61 25 7 18
South Korea 45 NA NA NA NA
Spain 45 25 47 6 28
Norway 45 45 32 17 48
China 43 NA NA NA NA
Portugal 42 NA NA NA NA
Denmark 42 NA NA NA NA
Lithuania 41 NA NA NA NA
Italy 41 29 34 7 31
Sweden 41 37 32 11 33
Bulgaria 39 64 21 19 31




Finland 38 NA NA NA NA
Switzerland 38 NA NA NA NA
Belarus 35 NA NA NA NA
France 35 NA NA NA NA
Estonia 30 NA NA NA NA
East Germany 29 39 31 10 23
Belgium 29 NA NA NA NA
Japan 29 71 17 51 32
Russia 26 40 29 17 18
Czechoslovakia 25 NA NA NA NA
Czech Republic NA 47 25 8 14
Netherlands 21 16 32 8 37
West Germany 20 32 31 10 26
Philippines NA 29 58 12 47
New Zealand NA 51 29 28 49
Slovakia NA 42 26 7 14

Note: NA = Not Asked

AFTER SEPTEMBER 11: After September 11, 36 percent told one pollster that they felt much more
patriotic, and 24 percent said they felt somewhat more patriotic than in the past. Thirty-nine percent
said their patriotic feelings were unchanged. The tragic events of September 11 produced nore overt
displays of patriotism such as flag-flying and singing of the Star Spangled Banner. Those adivities
have receded somewnhat.

I The next questions are about the Septemba 11" terrorist attacks on the United States. As far asyou can tell, did each of the
following actually happen, or not? (If Yes) Do you think thiswill probably last for along while, for only afew monthsor isit
aready over?

Jan. 2002 Public Agenda/Pew Chaitable Trusts
-------------- -Will Last----—-----------
Yes, No, Did Not Long Few Already
Happened Happen Time Months Over

Some people thought that Americans
would appreciate their country more
in the aftermah of the terrorist atacks. 87 12 54 38 6

Some peopl e thought tha people would
become more caring and thoughtful
toward one another as aresult of the
terrorist attacks 74 24 34 46 18

Some people thought that America's
elected officials would put politics
aside and pay more attention to what
was good for the muntry as aresult
of the terrorist attacks 55 39 30 45 23




I Do you think Americans are more...today than they were before September 11?

Jun. 26-27, 2002 Fox News/Opinion Dynamics
Yes No
Patriotic 85 12
Caring 77 19
Determined 76 17
Honest 40 46

I Which of the following best describesyour level of pariotism after September 11? Would you say you feel much more
patrioti c, somewhat more patriotic, or do you have about the same level of patri otisn?

Much More Somewhat More About the
Patriotic Patriotic Same
Jan. 9-13, 2002 TIPP/IBD-CSM 36 24 39

I Right after Septamber 11, many people noted increased feelings of pariotism and neighborliness. Since then do yo think
those feelings have faded alittle some but not alot, alot but not completely, or have those feelings completdy faded?

Not At Some, But A Lot, But Not
All (Vol.) Alittle NotA Lot Completely Complaely
Mar. 12-13, 2002 Fox News/
Opinion Dynamics 19 32 33 10 2
Jun. 18-19, 2002 Fox News/
Opinion Dynamics 12 34 37 13 1

I Within the past twoweeks, have you, personally, done any of the following as a direct result of September 11"? How about
display an American flag?

Yes No
Sep. 14-15, 2001* Gdlup/CNN/U SA Today 82 18
Mar. 8-9, 2002 Gallup/CNN/USA Today 68 32

Note: *Question wording was, “As aresult of the terrorist attacks this past Tuesday, have you, personally, done or plan
to do any of the following? How about...?’

I |n the past week have you made a speci al effort to display the flag?

Sep.. 19-20, 2001 Fox News/Opinion Dynamics 80 20
Oct. 3-4, 2001 Fox News/Opinion Dynamics 79 20
Mar. 12-13, 2002 Fox News/Opinion Dynamics 61 39

I Since September 11", has there been too much, too little or the right amount of showing the American flag?

Too Right Too

Much Amount Little
Oct. 2001 PSRA/Pew Research Center 8 73 17
Mar. 2002 PSRA/Pew Research Center 16 66 16



1 Please tell me whether or not you havedone each of the following things in response to last week’ s events. Have you
displayed an American flag?

Yes No
Sep. 20-21, 2001 PSRA/Newsweek 79 21

I Have you purchased an American flag in the last 10 months, that is, since September 11, 2001?
Jun. 2002 Fox News/ Opinion Dynamics 55 45

1 Please tell me whether each of these is something you have or have not done as a result of the terrorist attacks..Sang God
Bless America?

Sep. 27, 2001 Harris Interactive 70 30

1 Please tell me whether each of these is something you have or have not done as a result of the terrorist attacks...Sang the Star
Spangled Banner?

Sep. 27, 2002 Harris Interactive 63 37

1 Since September 11, have you been more or less likely to wear red, white, and blue?

More Likely LessLikely Same
Oct. 3-4, 2001 Fox News/Opinion Dynamics 60 8 30

1 Areyou displaying an American flag on adaily basis these days - either at your home, on your car or anywhere dse, or not?

Yes No
Mar. 7-10, 2002 ABC News/Wash Post 65 35

(If Yes) Did you start displayingthe flag on a daily basis after September 11", or were you doingit before then?

Before After
Mar. 7-10, 2002 ABC News/Wash Post 38 62

T Which of the fallowing, if any, do you think you will do this Fourth of July? How about display an American flag?

Yes No
Jun. 28-
Jul. 1, 2001 Gallup/CNN/USA Today 66 33
Jun. 21-23, 2002 Gallup/CNN/USA Today 83 16

1 Will you, personally, be doing anything this Fourth of July as a remembrance of the events of September 11™, or not?

Jun. 21-23, 2002  Gallup/CNN/USA Today 35 60



I Do you think lifein the United States will ever compldely return to normel, that is, the way it was before 9/11?

Yes, Already Yes, It Will No
Has Eventually
Jun. 26-27, 2002 Fox News/Opinion Dynamics 10 25 62

WHAT IT MEANSTO BE A PATRIOT: Around 60 percent told New Y ork Timesinterviewers in
1983 that it was enough to love your country to be patriotic. A third said you neededto “ do
something.” More than seven in ten said serving in the military was a demonstration of patriotism. A
few pollsters have explored obligations of citizenship, and their data are reproduced below.

1 Does someone actudly have to do something to be patri otic — or is it enough to love your country?

Do
Something Enough
Jun. 1983 NYT 33 61
Nov. 1983 NYT 34 59

I Which of these statements comes closer to your own view...it is essantial that America remains one nation or parts of America
should be allowed to beacome fully sgparate nations if they choose to?

Remain Allow to
One Nation Become Separae
1996 NORC/GSS 86 5

1 Here are somethings that people think of as patriotic. Other people think that petriotism really doesn’t have muchto do with
these things. What do you think? |s...asign of patriotism, or doesn’t patriotismhave much to do with it?

Sign of Not A Sign
Patriotism of Patriotism

Voting

Jun. 1983 NYT 83 14

Nov. 1983 NYT 81 16
Serving in the armed forces

Jun. 1983 NYT 72 21

Nov. 1983 NYT 63 31
Doing jury duty

Jun. 1983 NYT 67 28

Nov. 1983 NYT 63 31
Joining in the singing of the Star Spangled Banner

Jun. 1983 NYT 77 19

Paying taxes honesly



Jun. 1983 NYT
Working in the Peace Corps

Jun. 1983 NYT
Buying only American products

Jun. 1983 NYT
Working in a politi cal campaign

Jun. 1983 NYT

61

55

52

49

33

34

43

44

1 Weall know that Americans have certai n rights, such as the right to free speech and to a free public education. Now I'd like
you to consider wha obligations or responsibilities, if any, we have towads others. For each of the following, do you feel itis
an absolutely essential obligation for us as Americans, a very important obligation, or is entirely a metter of personal

preference...?

Treating all peopleequally regardless of
race or ethnic background
Taking action to hdp if you hear someone
screaming or see them being attacked
Reporting a crime that one has witnessed
Being able to speak and understand English
Voting in elections
Working to reduce inequality and injustice
Being civil with otherswith whom we
disagree
Keeping fully informed about news and
public issues
Donating blood or organs to help with
medical needs
Volunteering time to community service

Reporting a crime you may have witnessed
Attending parent teacher conferences
Voting in elections

Being able to speak and understand English
Serving in the military if drafted

Keeping fully informed about news and public issues

Serving on ajury if called
Contributing to help the less fortunate

Absolutely
Essential

57

54
54
53
53
41

35

30

20
16

Jan.-Apr. 1996

Very
Important

33

34
36
33
29
42

45

42

37
42

Feb. 1999
Very
Important Important

90 7
89 9
87 10
85 12
76 13
73 24
73 23
71 22

Gallup/UVA

Somewhat
Important

14

19

18
26

Somewhat

Personal
Preference

4

DO~ PMO®O

10

26
16

! Do you feel the following is a very important obligation, a somewhat important obligation, or not an obligation that a citizen
owes to the country?...

Penn/Schoen/Berland

Not an
Obligation

mwmgwwmm
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Protesting unjust public policies 61 22 12
Participating in “Town Hall” community decision

making meetings 59 31 7
Participating in neighborhood organi zations 56 38 5
Volunteering some time to community services 55 40 3
Volunteering for the military 48 35 16

1 Some people say the following things are important for being truly American. Others say they are notimportant. How
important do you think each of the following is...to respect America s political institutions and laws...very important, fairly
important, not very important or not important at all?

Very Fairly Not Very Not Important
Important Important Important At All
1996 NORC/GSS 63 28 5 2

WILLINGNESS TO SERVE AND FIGHT: In five questions asked between 1981 and 1995 by
Gallup, around seven in ten said that they would be willing to fight for our country. When the idea of
“my country right or wrong’ isintroduced, the answers look different.

In 1998, when Gallup asked whether the country should return to the draft, only 16 percent
said that we should. In October and November 2001, when Fox News and Opinion Dynamics asked
whether we should reingtitute the draft if more soldiers were needed in the war against terrorism,
about three-quarter favored the idea. When the question was repeated in May 2002, 57 per cent
approved of reinstating the draft.

I Of course, weall hope that there will not be another war, but if it were to come to that, would you be willing tofight for your
country?

Yes No
Jan. 1981 Gallup/CARA 71 20
Apr. 1981 Gallup 68 22
Jul. 1989 Gallup 77 14
Jun. 1990 Gallup 70 19
Sep. 1995 Gallup 77 23

! If you weretwenty years old and our country were at war, would you be willing to fight under any condition, under some but
not al conditions, or under no condition?

Any Some No
Condition Condition Condition
Apr. 1996 Galup/UVA 31 48 12
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I |f the United States were under amilitary threat from a foreign country, would you bewilling to fightand, if need be, die for
your country?

Yes No
Jun. 1998 Fox News/Opinion Dynamics 74 18

I Do you think that Americans should support this county in warti me even if they believe that its acti ons are wrong?

Yes No
Jun. 1983 NYT 70 23
Nov. 1983 NYT 72 21

T How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements...agreestrongly, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree,
or disagree strongly? People should support their country even if the country isin the wrong?

Agree Agree Neither Disagree Disagree
Strongly Strongly
1996 NORC/GSS 11 21 18 37 11

I I’m going to read you some pairs of statements that will help us understand how you feel about a number of things. As| read
each pair, tell me whether the first statement or the second statement comes close' to your own views—even if neitheris exactly
right...We should all be willing to fight for our country, whether it is right or wrong (or) it's acceptable to refuse to fight in awar
you believeis morally wrong? Do you feel strongly about that or not?

Should Be Should Be Acceptable Acceptable
Willing Willing to Refuse to Refuse
Strongly Not Strongly Not Strongly Strongly
Jul. 1994 PSRA/Times Mirror 43 9 10 35
Apr. 1995 PSRA/Times Mirror 39 10 9 38
Nov. 1995 PSRA/Times Mirror 38 11 10 38
Jul.-Sep. 1999 PSRA/Pew 39 8 9 38
Aug.-Sep. 2000  PSRA/Pew 41 7 8 37

1 For each statement, please tell me whether you completely agree with it, mogly agree with it, mostly disagree with it or
completely disagree with it...We al should be wil ling to fight for our country whether it isright or wrong?

Completely Mostly Mostly Completely
Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
Apr.-May 1987  Gallup/TimesMirror 17 37 27 13
May 1988 Gallup/TimesMirror 23 34 24 14
Jan.-Feb. 1989 Gallup/TimesMirror 22 35 23 15
May 1990 PSRA/Times Mirror 22 33 24 16
Oct.-Nov. 1991  PSRA/Times Mirror 30 30 21 16
May-Jun. 1992 PSRA/Times Mirror 24 33 25 14
May 1993 PSRA/Times Mirror 21 34 29 13
Jul. 1994 PSRA/Times Mirror 25 28 25 20
Nov. 1997 PSRA/Pew 21 31 26 19
Sep.-Oct. 1999 PSRA/Pew 21 28 28 18

1 Do you think we should continue to draft young men for the army, or should we rely on volunteers for occupation forces?

Draft Volunteer
Aug. 1945 Gallup 43 47
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I The Selective Service Lawendsin May. Do you think Congress should or should not vote to continue theDraft Law for
another year?

Should Should Not
Apr.-May 1946  Gallup 63 29

I Do you think Congress should pass alaw that would permit the government to draft young men to serve in the armed forces?

Should Should Not
Mar. 1948 Galup 63 23

1 The SelectiveService Law endsin June. Do you think Congress should or should not vote to continue the Draft Law for

another three years?

Should Should Not
Jan. 1950 Galup 57 33

1 Do you think the time has come when this country should do away with the draft or not?

Yes No

Oct. 1956 Gallup 11 75
! Do you think we should return to the draft & thistime, or not?

Yes No
Feb. 1977* Gallup 36 54
Mar. 1979* Gallup 46 46
Jul. 1980 GallupAlPO 58 34
Jul. 1981 GalupAIPO 48 45
Oct. 1981 ABC News/Wash Post 43 51
Sep. 1983 ABC News/Wash Post 38 57
Mar. 1985 ABC News/Wash Post 25 73
Jun. 1998 Gallup/CNN/USA Today 16 81

*Note: Questionwording began, “As you may know, there is no longe a military draft and those who serve in the
armed forcesare volunteers. Recently, howeve, the armed forces have had troublein getting enough volunteers to
meet manpower needs...”

1 |f there werea national emergency, do you think we should return to amilitary draft or should we continue to ry on
volunteers?

Draft Volunteers
Feb. 1982 NORC/GSS 80 15
Feb. 1984 NORC/GSS 81 17

1 Do you think we should return to a military draft at this time, or should we continue to rely on volunteers?

Draft Volunteers
Feb. 1983 NORC/GSS 29 67
Feb. 1984 NORC/GSS 23 73
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I | am going to read afew statements. After each, please tell meif you agree with that statement or disagree with it, or if,
perhaps, you haveno opinion about that statement...the military draft should be re-indituted?

Agree Disagree
Jul. 1984 ABC News/Wash Post 49 43
Jul. 1988 ABC News/Wash Post 37 55
I Do you favor avolunteer military, or do you think we should reinstate thedraft?
Volunteer Draft
Jan. 1991 USA Today 69 20

1 |If amilitaryinvasion of another country using ground troopsbecomes necessary to punish those responsible for Tueday’s
attack, would you favor or oppose the reinstatement of the draft?

Yes No
Sep. 2001 Harris Interactive) CNN/Time 66 28

1 1f more soldiersare needed in the war against terrorism, would you approve or disapprove of reinstituting the draft?

Approve Disapprove
Oct. 2001 Fox News/Opinion Dynamics 76 16
Nov. 2001 Fox News/Opinion Dynamics 74 18
May 2002 Fox News/Opinion Dynamics 57 34

UNITED OR DIVIDED?: Today nearly three-quartersof Americans say we are united and in
agreement about the most important values. In 1998, only a third gave that response. We have found
a small number of questions on national unity from the past, starting in the Viethamwar. They are
displayed bel ow.

T Which statement comes closer to your own views: Americansare united and in agreement about the most important val ues, or
Americans are greatly divided when it comes to the most important values?

United Divided
Aug. 1998 Kaiser/Wash Post/Harvard 31 66
Dec. 18-22, 1998 Wash Post 34 62
Nov. 26-27, 2001 Gallup/CNN/USA Today 74 24

1 Here are somestatements which have been made about the war in Vignam. For each, tdl meif you tend to agree or
disagree...Thereal tragedy of the war in Vietnam isthat it has divided us here at home?

Disagree Agree
Oct. 1969 Harris 29 64
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I Do you think this country remains deeply divided over theVietnam War, or not? (If Yes) Do you think those divisions aein
the process of heding, or not?

Not Divided/ Divided/ Divided/
Divided Healing Not Healing Not Sure
Mar. 15-19, 1995 L.A. Times 38 34 15 6

1 President Carter hassaid that the country is divided and is undergoing a “crisis of confidence.” Do you tend to agree or
disagree?

Disagree Agree
Jul. 18-19, 1979 Gallup/Newsweek 18 75

I Thereisalot of discussion today about whether Americans are divided or united. Some say that Americans are united and in
agreement about the most important values. Others think that Americans are greatly divided when it comes to the most important
values. What is your view about this?

United Divided
Feb. 5-Apr. 26, 1993 NORC/GSS 32 63

1 Do you think the country is— or is not — more deeply divided this year on the major issues facing the country than it has been
in the past several years?

No, Not Yes,
Divided Divided
Dec. 15-17, 2000 Gallup/CNN/USA Today 33 64
Jan. 15-17, 2001 Gallup/CNN/USA Today 33 63
I Would you say that Americais growing together or growing apat?
Growing Growing
Together Apart
Jul. 14-Aug. 4, 1998 Y ankel ovich/Ford Foundation 33 58

ATTITUDES OF YOUNG PEOPLE: A near majority of college undergraduates inan October 2001
poll described themselves as very patriotic and 44 percent as somewhat patriotic. They areless
enthusiastic than their elders about reinstating the draft.

T Now I’'m going to read you some different goals that young people might have. Using a scale from 1 to 10, please rate each
one in terms of itsimportance to you personally. If aparticular goal is “extremely important” to you pick a number closer to 10.
If it has average importance, pick a number around 5 or 6. And if a particular goal is not really important to you pick a nunmber
closerto 1. You can select any number between 1 and 10, depending on how strongly you feel. Hereisthefirst one—being a
good American who cares about the good of the country? (Asked of persons 15 to 24 years of age)

1-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 9-10

Nov. 1998 Tarrance/Lake-Snell/
NASS 2 3 15 37 43
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I And using the same scale, with 1 meaning not important & all, and 10 being the most important thing in your life — how
important is being an American to you personally? (Asked of persons 15 to 24 years of age)

1-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 9-10
Nov. 1998 Tarrance/Lake-Snell/
NASS 3 2 9 25 62

T When it comes toyour feelingsabout being an American, do you conside yourself very patriotic, somewhat patriotic, not very
patriotic, or not at al patriotic? (Asked of college undergraduates)

Very Somewhat Not Very Not At
Patriotic Patriotic Patriotic All
Oct. 2001 Institute of Politics 48 44 6 1

1 Would you favor or oppose requiring all young men to give oneyear of service to the nation, eithe in the military services or
in non-military work here or abroad, such as work in hospitals or with elderly people? (Asked of persons 13 to 17 yearsold)

Favor
1977 Gallup 47
1984 Gallup 62
1986 Gallup 62
1989 Gallup 49
1992 Gallup 52

I Would you favor or oppose requiring all young women to give one year of service to the nation, either in the military savices
or in non-military work here or abroad, such as work in hositals or with elderly people? (Asked of persons 13 to 17 years old)

Favor
1977 Gallup 38
1984 Gallup 51
1986 Galup 56
1989 Gadlup a4
1992 Gadlup 47

1 Would you favor or oppose requiring all young Americansto give one yea of service to the nation, either in the military
services or in non-military work here or abroad, such aswork in hospitals or with elderly people?(Asked of persons 13 to 17)
years old)

Favor
2000 Gallup 51

T Do you think we should return to the military draft at thistime, or not? (Asked of persons 13 to 17 years of age)

Yes
1980 Gallup 38
1985 Gallup 15
1986 Gallup 12
1988 Gallup 12
1989 Gallup 9
1 Would you support or oppose reinstating the military draft? (Asked of college undergraduates)
Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly
Support Support Oppose Oppose
Oct. 2001 Ingtitute of Politics 8 22 26 42
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1 |f the draft was reinstated and you were selected - would you eagerly serve, serve with reservation, or would you try to seek an
alternative? (Asked of college undergraduates)

Eagerly Serve With Seek An
Serve Reservation Alternative
Oct. 2001 Institute of Politics 29 31 38

Key:
ISR = Institute of Social Research, University of Michigan

NASS = National Association of Secrdaries of State
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Other Recent AEI Studiesin Public Opinion:

“Attitudes Toward Socia Security Privatization,” May 2002, can be viewed at
http://www.aei .org/ps/pshowman8.pdf

“ Attitudes Toward Homosexuality,” May 2002, can be viewed at
http://www.aei .org/ps/psbowman? pdf

“The 2000 Election: What the Polls Said,” February 2002, can be viewed at
http://www.ael .org/ps/psbhowman6.pdf

“Public Opinion and the Clinton Legacy,” February 2002, can be viewed at
http://www.aei .org/ps/psbowman3 pdf

“Attitudes about Work and Leisurein America,” August 2001, can be viewed at
http://www.aei.org/ps/psbowmand.pdf

Forthcoming:
“Attitudes Toward Wel fare Ref orm”
“ Attitudes About Divided Government”

“The Nostalgia Impulse”

Suggested Readings.

Berns, Walter, Making Patriots, The University of Chicago Press, 2001.

For comments or questions
contact Karlyn H. Bowman at kbowman@aei .org

Compiled by Karlyn H. Bowman, Resident Fellow (kbowman@aei .org)
Todd J. Weiner, Research Assistant (tweiner@aei.org),
Jennifer Benz, Intan, and JuliaBeien, Intan
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