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Biographies 
 

Mahmood Karzai is a founding member of the Afghan American Chamber of 
Commerce, the group responsible for organizing international trade agreements in 
Afghanistan following the Taliban’s ouster. A member of the Popalzai tribe of the 
Pashtun, he left Afghanistan in 1976. Mr. Karzai currently resides in the United States 
and is the owner of a number of restaurants. 
 
Jeane J. Kirkpatrick is a senior fellow and the director of foreign policy and defense 
studies at AEI. She was the U.S. representative to the United Nations and a member of 
the cabinet and National Security Council during the Reagan administration. Mrs. 
Kirkpatrick has served on various commissions on national security, including the 
President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board (1986–1992), the Defense Policy 
Review Board (1985–1993), and presidential commissions on space and on nuclear 
weapons. She was awarded the Medal of Freedom in 1985. Mrs. Kirkpatrick serves on 
the boards of the Chris Craft Corporation, Freedom House, Empower America, and 
several other nonprofit organizations. She is the author of numerous books and articles, 
including the forthcoming Good Intentions: Lost on the Road to the New World Order. 
 
Ishaq Shahryar is the first recognized Afghan ambassador to the United States since 
1978. He is the founder of Solec International, one of the world’s leading manufacturers 
of solar electric technology, and Solar Utility Company, a solar cell engineering, design, 
marketing, and installation company. Ambassador Shahryar served as an adviser to 
former Afghan king Zahir Shah for five years. In 1994, he was named to the U.S. 
Presidential Mission on Sustainable Energy and Trade to India and has acted as an 
adviser to numerous trade and environmental groups. Ambassador Shahryar was also a 
key participant in the Bonn Accord negotiations last year that formed the Interim 
Administration.   
 
Willard Workman is the senior vice president for international affairs at the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. He oversees U.S. Chamber policy on international economic and 
trade issues as well as serving as vice president of the Center for International Private 
Enterprise, a Chamber affiliate dedicated to helping developing countries establish 
market-based, democratic systems. Before joining the Chamber, Mr. Workman held 
senior posts at the Departments of State and Commerce and at the U.S. Customs Service. 


