
The Mission of the Postal Service and the Universal Service Obligation

Wednesday, April 30, 2003, 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Wohlstetter Conference Center, Twelfth Floor, AEI

President George W. Bush recently established the Commission on the United States Postal
Service, whose final report in August 2003 may lay the groundwork for the first major reform of
the U.S. Postal Service in thirty years. Mirroring the administration’s initiative, AEI is
sponsoring its own Postal Reform Initiativea series of conferences and publications to assess
the mission and operations of the U.S. Postal Service, propose a vision of a modern postal
industry, and suggest how the United States could arrive at this destination. In order to solve
the problems that have bedeviled the U.S. postal industry, the AEI project examines the
potential of modern communications technology and a more open and competitive market
environment and reviews the experiences of other countries that have enacted postal reform in
recent years.

This second session of the AEI Postal Service Initiative will focus on the mission of the
U.S. Postal Service, how technology has affected this mission, and the meaning of universal
service. Future conferences will address competition issues caused by postal reform and, upon
its release, the implications of the commission’s proposal.

9:00 a.m. Registration

9:30 Introduction: J. GREGORY SIDAK, AEI

Speakers: MICHAEL CREW, Rutgers University
DAMIEN GERADIN, Harvard Law School
ROBERT COHEN, Postal Rate Commission

Moderator: RICK GEDDES, Cornell University

10:45 Discussion

11:30 Adjournment

I will attend the Postal Reform Initiative event on Wednesday, April 30.

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Title: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Affiliation: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: ____________________________________________     Fax:     ____________________________________________
E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Please check if this is a new address.

You may register online at www.aei.org/events, fax this form to 202.862.7171 or mail this form to:
Conferences, American Enterprise Institute, 1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
20036.

For more information, please contact Brian Fried at 202.862.5907 or bfried@aei.org.
For media inquiries, please contact Veronique Rodman at 202.862.4871 or vrodman@aei.org.


