BOOK FORUM
The Bias against Guns

Monday, May 19, 2003, 10:00 a.m.—noon
Wohlstetter Conference Center, Twelfth Floor, AEI

AEI resident scholar John R. Lott Jr. demonstrated in More Guns, Less Crime that guns make us safer. In
his latest book, The Bias against Guns: Why Almost Everything You've Heard about Gun Control Is
Wrong, Lott explains how the media and government misinform the public about the risks and benefits of gun
ownership. Lott proves that by publishing—almost exclusively—stories discouraging gun ownership, the media
actually endangers lives. News items report almost always tragic events caused by guns but almost never
stories about the lives saved by the use of a gun.

Lott notes that the imbalance in coverage is caused in part by the definition of what is considered
newsworthy. The fact that many crimes are stopped by the use of guns is often left out, and the way that
accidental gun deaths of children are reported also creates inaccurate impressions. In addition, polls and
government reports are often slanted. Topics addressed by Lott in The Bias against Guns include how guns
stop terrorism, the fallacy of “safe storage laws,” and why “assault weapons bans” and gun show regulations
do not reduce crime. This event will also feature discussion by Paul Waldman, associate divector of the
Annenberg Public Policy Center, University of Pennsylvania, and Carl Moody, Department of Economics at
the College of William and Mary.

“John Lott’s thoughtful study should be read by everyone interested in the control of wiolent crime, and protection
agamnst terrorism.”—Vernon L. Smith, 2002 Nobel Prze Winner in Economics.

9:45 a.m. Registration
10:00 Speaker: JOHN R. LOTT JR., AEI

10:40 Discussants: PAUL WALDMAN, University of Pennsylvania
CARL MOODY, College of William and Mary

11:00 Response and Discussion

Noon Adjournment

[ will attend the book forum on Monday, May 19.

Name:
Title:

Affiliation:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Telephone: Fax:
E-mail:

O Please check if this is a new address.

You may register online at www.aei.org/events, or fax this form to 202.862.7171, or mail this form to:
Conferences, American Enterprise Institute, 1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
20036.

For additional information, please contact Jill Mitchell at 202.862.5832 or jmitchell@aei.org.
For media inquiries, please contact Veronique Rodman at 202.862.4871 or vrodman@aei.org.



