
Number of Hospital 
Admissions

Number of People Who 
Have Died in Hospitals

140,000,000*

•140,000* or,
•1 death for every 1,000 admissions

Number of People Who Have 
Died in Plane Crashes

•276* or,
•1 death for every 1,860,491   
passengers

Number of Passengers Who 
Have Flown on Major U.S. 

Commercial Airlines

513,495,493*

*Figure accumulated from traffic figures of the six major U.S. 
commercial airlines: Delta, American, U.S. Air, United, 
Continental, and Northwest*Figure from American Hospital Association

*Figure from NTSB reports since 9/11.  Based on U.S. 
commercial airplane fatalities*Figure from 1999 Institute of Medicine Report, “To Err is Human”.  

You are 2000 times more likely to die going to a hospital than flying on an airplane!
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