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American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research

BOOK FORUM
Human Accomplishment

Monday, October 27, 2003, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Wohlstetter Conference Center, Twelfth Floor, AEI
1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

In Human Accomplishment: The Pursuit of Excellence in the Arts and Sciences, 800 B.C. to
1950 (2003), Charles Murray uses quantitative techniques that historians have developed
over the last century to compile inventories of the people and events that have been essential
to the stories of literature, music, art, philosophy, and the sciences from the age of Homer to
our own time. At this lecture coinciding with the book’s publication, Murray will discuss
some of the leading issues raised by his analysis. How is a measure of “excellence” to be
defended in a non-judgmental age? What sets the giants apart from the merely great? Why
has great accomplishment been so concentrated in Europe since 1400? How do the conditions
for great accomplishment in the past correspond to the conditions in today’s culture?

5:15 p.m. Registration
5:30 Introduction: CHRISTOPHER DEMUTH, AEI
Presentation: CHARLES MURRAY, AEI

7:00 Adjournment

I will attend the book forum on Monday, October 27.

Name:

Title:

Affiliation:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Telephone: Fax:

E-mail:

O Please check if this is a new address.
Please register online at www.aei.org/events or by faxing this form to 202.862.7171.
For inquiries unrelated to registration, please contact Lisa Howie at 202.862.5926 or

lhowie@aei.org.
For media inquiries, please contact Veronique Rodman at vrodman@aei.org.

1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 202.862.5800 www.aei.org
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