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Leave No Continent Behind:
U.S. National Security Interests in Africa

With Gen. Charles F. Wald, deputy commander, U.S. European Command; Charles Snyder,
assistant secretary of state for African affairs; George Kirkland, president of ChevronTexaco
Overseas Petroleum; Michael Westphal, deputy assistant secretary of defense for special
operations and combating terrorism; Florizelle Liser, assistant U.S. trade representative for
Africa; and others.

Tuesday, April 13, 2004, 9:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m.
Wohlstetter Conference Center, Twelfth Floor, AEI
1150 17th Street NW, Washington, DC 20036

Americans are not accustomed to thinking strategically about Africa, having long dismissed
the continent as irrelevant to U.S. national security. Nonetheless, in the aftermath of the
September 11 attacks, it is increasingly clear that the United States ignores Africa at its peril.

Al  Qae da an d i ts al li es   ha  ve pe rpe tr  ate d at ta  cks   i n a ha  lf   do  zen  Af ric an co  unt ri es fr  om Ken ya to  
Mor  occ o, whi le  th e co  nti ne nt’ s fa  il ed   st  at  es an d hug  e swa ths   of   ung  ove rne d te rr  it  ory   of fe r sa  nct uar  y
to   te rr  ori st   gr  oup s. In  ad  dit  i on,  Af ric a’ s l arg  e Musl i m po  pul ati on  sh ows di st  urb  ing   si gns   of  
ra  di cal iz at ion , wi th  th e ad  opt io  n of  Is  la  mic  Sh ari a l aw i n no rth ern  Ni ger  ia an d th e sp  rea  d of  Sa  udi -
fu nde d fu nda men tal is  m el se wher  e i n th e re gi on.  Al l th is   co  mes as   Amer  ic a i s gr  owi ng i ncr  eas  ing  ly  
re li ant  on  Af ric an oi l,  wh i ch  al re ady   ac cou nts   fo  r 15 pe rce nt  of   U.S . i mpor  ts an d i s ex  pec te d to  
be come  ev  en mor  e i mpor  tan t i n th e de cad  e ah ead  .

Is Africa America’s blind spot in the global war on terror? How significant is the danger
of al Qaeda and Islamic extremism there? How is the Pentagon, which has quietly dispatched
1,800 troops to combat terrorism in the Horn of Africa since late 2002, adapting to meet
this threat? How will access to Africa’s vast natural resource wealth affect the global balance
of power in the twenty-first century? Can African oil and gas reserves save the United States
from dependence on the Middle East?

Pl eas  e j oin  AEI   fo  r a da  y-l ong   co  nfe re nce  on  Amer  ic an na ti onal  se cur  it  y i nte res  ts   i n Af ric a i n a
po st- 9/ 11 wor  ld  .

8:45 a.m. Registration

9:00 Panel I: Islamic Fundamentalism, Terrorism, and Al Qaeda in Africa
Panelists: DOUGLAS FARAH, National Strategy Information Center

PHILLIP VAN NIEKERK, G3
DAVID SHINN, George Washington University

Moderator: DANIELLE PLETKA, AEI

10:30 Coffee Break

American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research



11:00 Panel II: U.S. Strategic Engagement in Africa
Panelists: Gen.  CARLTON FULFORD, USMC (Ret.), director,

Africa Center for Strategic Studies
FLORIZELLE B. LISER, assistant U.S. trade representative

for Africa
 MICHAEL WESTPHAL, deputy assistant secretary of

defense for special operations and combating terrorism

Moderator: THOMAS DONNELLY, AEI

12:30 p.m. Luncheon

1:00 Speaker : CHARLES SNYDER, assistant secretary of state for
African affairs

2:00 Panel III: U.S. Energy and Commodity Interests in Africa
Panelists: JAMES BURKHARD,  Cambridge Energy Research Associates

DAVID HALE, Hale Advisers LLC
GEORGE KIRKLAND, ChevronTexaco
ALEX VINES, Chatham House

Moderator: ANTHONY CARROLL,  Manchester Trade

3:30 Coffee Break

4:00 Keynote Speaker: Gen. CHARLES WALD,  deputy commander, U.S.
European Command

5:30 Adjournment

I will attend the Africa event on Tuesday, April 13.

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Title: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Affiliation: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: ____________________________________________      Fax:    _______________________________________
E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
� Please check if this is a new address.

Please register online at www.aei.org/events, or by faxing this form to 202.862.7171.

For more information, please contact Vance Serchuk at 202.862.5845 or vserchuk@aei.org.
For media inquiries, please contact Veronique Rodman at vrodman@aei.org.


