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US farm commodity policy evolution

Uruguay Round

1981 Farm Act:
high producer 
support prices 2002 Farm Act

1990 Farm Act:
partial decoupling

1985 Farm Act: 
--movement toward 
market orientation

--introduction of major 
conservation programs

Doha Agenda

1996 Farm Act:  
end of supply control
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US PSE evolution

PSE by category
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Policy in rapidly changing global 
food and agriculture markets



Policy effects across diverse 
farms and farm households



Farm policy effects extend 
beyond agriculture

Farmland Ownership, 1999



For more info…
• New Briefing Room:

farm policy, farm 
households, and the 
rural economy 
www.ers.usda.gov
/briefing/Adjustments/

• ERS website:
www.ers.usda.gov

http://www.ers.usda.gov/briefing/Adjustments/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/briefing/Adjustments/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/
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