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Media Bias
Monday, September 13, 2004, 1:00–2:30 p.m.
Wohlstetter Conference Center, Twelfth Floor, AEI
1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

Members of both political parties frequently allege the existence of political bias in the media,
yet there have been few systematic studies of such bias to date and none that examines
whether the media treat Democratic and Republican presidents differently. AEI scholars
John R. Lott Jr. and Kevin A. Hassett have developed a simple test for political bias by
comparing, in 389 newspapers, how economic reports on unemployment, GDP, durable
goods, and retail sales have been covered under different presidential administrations from
Ronald Reagan to the present. Following Lott and Hassett’s presentation of their findings,
Stephen Hess of the Brookings Institution and George Washington University, Jack Shafer
of Slate, and George Washington University economist Donald O. Parsons will respond.

12:45 p.m. Registration

1:00 Presenters : KEVIN A. HASSETT, AEI
JOHN R. LOTT Jr., AEI

Discussants : STEPHEN HESS, Brookings Institution and George
 Washington University

DONALD O. PARSONS,  George Washington University
JACK SHAFER, Slate

Moderator:  NORMAN J. ORNSTEIN, AEI

2:30 Adjournment

I will attend the media bias event on Monday, September 13.

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Title: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Affiliation: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _____________________________________________     Fax:    _____________________________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
� Please check if this is a new address.

Please register online at www.aei.org/events or by faxing this form to 202.862.7171.
Shortly after the event occurs, a video webcast will be available on the AEI website at
www.aei.org/events/eventvideo_list.asp.

For more information, please contact Gordon Gray at 202.862.4873 or ggray@aei.org.
For media inquiries, please contact Veronique Rodman at vrodman@aei.org.
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