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American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research

Tort Reform: Learning from Asbestos Lawsuits 
 
Thursday, April 21, 2005, 2:00–4:00 p.m. 
Wohlstetter Conference Center, Twelfth Floor, AEI 
1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036  
 
Led by President George W. Bush, the call for dramatic reform of the U.S. tort system has become louder in recent 
months. Within this context, Anup Malani, associate professor of law at the University of Virginia, and Charles H. 
Mullin, an economist at Bates White, will present their recent study on liability in asbestos-related lawsuits. The 
authors found that many companies bankrupted by lawsuits have passed their asbestos liabilities to their co-
defendants. Malani and Mullin estimate that this insurance system for plaintiffs adds twenty-three to sixty-six cents 
in bankruptcy costs for every dollar awarded in compensation. Panelists John E. Calfee of AEI and Francis 
McGovern of the Duke University School of Law will discuss the authors’ findings; AEI’s Veronique de Rugy will 
moderate.  
 
1:45 p.m.  Registration 
 
2:00    Presenters: ANUP MALANI, University of Virginia 
     CHARLES MULLIN, Bates White 
 
   Discussants: JOHN E. CALFEE, AEI 
     FRANCIS MCGOVERN, Duke University School of Law 
 
   Moderator: VERONIQUE DE RUGY, AEI 
 
4:00   Adjournment 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
I will attend the Liability event on Thursday, April 21.       
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Title: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Affiliation: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone: _________________________________ Fax: ______________________________________ 
E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
⁯ Please check if this is a new address. 
 
Please register online at www.aei.org/events or by faxing this form to 202.862.7171. Shortly after the event 
occurs, a video webcast will be available on the AEI website at www.aei.org/eventvideos. 
 
For more information, please contact Gordon Gray at ggray@aei.org. 
For media inquiries, please contact Veronique Rodman at vrodman@aei.org. 
 
 


