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Phake: The Deadly World of Falsified and Substandard 
Medicines explores the underground trade in illegal 

medicines that kills over 100,000 people per year and 

supplants billions of dollars of real products. Roger Bate 

provides a fascinating firsthand account of the illegal 

industry and an incisive academic and policy analysis, 

unraveling a complex web of criminal traders, corrupt 

officials, and an inattentive international community. 

Part investigative journalism and part academic research 

into the legal, economic, and scientific underpinnings of 

the fake drug market, Phake provides the fullest picture 

to date of this odious trade and outlines how we can 

defeat it. 
 

Dr. Roger Bate is the Legatum Fellow in Global 

Prosperity at the American Enterprise Institute in 

Washington, D.C. Dr. Bate spent years tracking stolen, 

counterfeit, and substandard medicines in Asia, Africa, 

and the Middle East, discovering the anatomy of the 

nebulous black market and identifying its perpetrators. 

He has published widely on the topic in the popular 

media outlets and in peer-reviewed scientific, legal, and 

economic literature.  
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