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by former District of Columbia Public Schools Chancellor Michelle Rhee. For nearly 20 years before 

joining StudentsFirst, he advised the Walton family and the Walton Family Foundation on their K–12 

reform investments. While serving as the foundation’s K–12 reform director, he helped guide more than 

$1 billion toward activists and educators who were striving to create high-quality school options for low-

income communities across the country. At StudentsFirst, Blew is focusing more than 100 staff on policy 

opportunities in 12 states, combining his long-term commitment to educational choice with the pursuit 
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directed various campaigns for the Alliance for School Choice and its predecessor, the American 
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Next Generation Learning team at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, investing in schools and 
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Fortune 500 company in sales and general management. Early in her career, she taught in a Texas public 

high school. In 2012, she was named one of Forbes magazine’s Impact 15, a group of innovators 

revolutionizing education in the United States and around the world. 
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Transformation of Learning at Marquette University. Immediately before his appointment at Marquette, 
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American Education: The Changing Politics of School Reform” (Harvard Education Press, 2013). His book 



“Spin Cycle: How Research Gets Used in Policy Debates: The Case of Charter Schools” (Russell Sage 
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and traditionally underrepresented populations’ access to higher education. Before joining AEI, James 

worked on a variety of issues as a legislative aide to Representative Tom Petri (R-WI), a senior member 

of the House Education and Workforce Committee. James worked on labor, health care, energy, the 
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focused on higher education reform initiatives and led the development of an extensive student loan 

reform bill.  
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reform, and the politics of education policy. Previously, he was a research assistant at AEI, where his 

work focused on the preparation of school leaders, collective bargaining in public schools, and the 



politics of education. His research has appeared in the American Journal of Education, Teachers College 

Record, Educational Policy, Policy Studies Journal, and Education Next as well as popular outlets such as 
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University. Her book “Follow the Money: How Foundation Dollars Change Public School Politics” (Oxford 
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Alexander Russo is a freelance writer, blogger, and author whose work has been published in Slate, The 

Washington Monthly, The Atlantic, The Washington Post, Huffington Post, and USA Today. His website, 

This Week in Education, is one of the nation's longest-running education policy blogs. He won a 2009 

Spencer Education Journalism Fellowship at Columbia University. His book “Stray Dogs, Saints, and 

Saviors: Fighting for the Soul of America’s Toughest High School” (Jossey-Bass, 2011) chronicled a group 
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Jeffrey W. Snyder is a doctoral candidate and dean's scholar in educational policy at Michigan State 

University, whose research focuses on education politics, policy, and governance. His recent coauthored 
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Megan Tompkins-Stange is Lecturer IV of Public Policy at the Ford School at the University of Michigan. 

Beginning in the 2015 academic year, she will be an assistant professor at the Ford School. Her research 
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She recently published a study in Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly on the central role of 
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Her dissertation, “From School Boards to Billionaires: How Philanthropic Foundations Influence 

Education Policy,” featured interviews with officials at four foundations in order to analyze and compare 
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